
   
EYFS (linked to National Curriculum) 

 

C
hronological 

 U
nderstanding

  

Begin to make sense of their own life-story and family’s history. (UtW 3&4) 
Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in 

class and storytelling. (UtW ELG) 

K
now

ledge and 
Interpretation

  

Make connections between the features of their family and other families     

(UtW 2-3) 

Comment on images of familiar situations in the past. (UtW Rec) 

Talk about members of their immediate family and community. (UtW REC) 

Talk about the lives of people around them and their roles in society (ELG) 

Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on 

their experiences and what has been read in class. (UtW/P&P ELG) 

H
istorical Enquiry

  

 

Talk about what they see using a wide vocabulary. (UtW 2-3)  
Compare and contrast characters from stories, including figures from the past. (UtW 

Rec) 
 

LEARNING PROGRESSION 



EYFS Topics 

This is Me! Super Celebrations Out of this World! Once Upon a Time All Creatures Great and Small Let the Adventures Begin! Year A 

Year B All about Me! Let’s Have a Party! A World of Pure Imagination Happily Ever After All Things Bright and Beautiful Let’s Go on an Adventure! 

Days of the week 

When I was little 

Old and new 

parent, grandparent, great 
grandparent, 

 

Yesterday, today, tomorrow 

memory, remember  

Birthdays, Christmas etc. 

parent, grandparent, great grandparent, 

Past, present, future, day, week, month 

Neil Armstrong, Ernest Shackleton 

lifetime, events 

 A long time ago, long long ago 

Past and present 

 

 

David Attenborough  

old and new 

then and now 

historical transport/clothes  

future 

 

Vocabulary 

I know that I have my own    
life-story.  
 
I know that my family has its 
own history.  
 
I know how to talk about the 
lives of people around me. 
 
I know how to comment on 
images of familiar situations in 
the past.  
 
I  know how to talk about 
people’s roles in society. 

I know that my family has its 
own history.  
 
I know how to talk about the 
lives of people around me. 
 
I know how to comment on 
images of familiar situations in 
the past.  
 
I know how to talk about people’s 
roles in society. 

I know that we can experience the 
past through settings, characters 
and events encountered in books 
read in class and storytelling. 
 

I know that we can experience the 
past through settings, characters 
and events encountered in books 
read in class and storytelling. 
 
I know how to talk about people’s 
roles in society. 
 
I know how to compare and 
contrast characters from stories, 
including figures from the past.  

I know how that I have my own 
life-story. 

I know that we can experience the 
past through settings, characters 
and events encountered in books 
read in class and storytelling. 
 
I know how to talk about the lives 
of people around me. 
 
I know how to comment on images 
of familiar situations in the past.  
 
I know how to talk about people’s 
roles in society. 
 
I know how to discuss some 
similarities and differences between 
things in the past and now, 
drawing on my experiences and 
what has been read in class 
 
I know how to compare and 
contrast characters from stories, 
including figures from the past.  

I know 
that/ I 

know how 



  H
istorical  

C
oncept 

Key Stage 1 

O
verarching Them

es —
 LEG

A
C

Y
      EV

ER
Y

D
A

Y
 LIFE        TR

A
N

SP
O

R
T 

 

C
hronological  U

nderstanding
  

CU1 - I can put up to three objects in chronological order (recent history). CU1  -  I can use words phrases like: before I was born, when I was younger. 

CU2 - I can use words and phrases like: old, new and a long time ago. CU2 - I can use phrases and words linked to historical learning. 

CU3 - I can tell others about things that happened when I was little. CU3 - I can use the words past and present correctly. 

CU4 - I can recognise that a story that is read to me may have happened a long time ago. CU4 - I can use a range of appropriate words and phrases to describe the past. 

CU5 - I can understand that some objects belonged to the past. CU5 - I can sequence a set of events in chronological order and give reasons for their order. 

CU6 - I can retell a familiar story set in the past.  

CU7 - I can explain how I have changed since I was born.  

K
now

ledge and Interpretation
  

KI1 - I can appreciate that some famous people have helped our lives be better today. 
KI1 - I can explain how my local area was different in the past. 

  

KI2 - I can begin to identify the main differences between old and new objects. 
KI2 - I can recount some interesting facts from an historical event, such as where the fire of London started. 

  

KI3 - I can understand that we have a queen who rules us and that Britain has had a king or queen 
for many years. 

KI3 - I can explain why Britain has a special history by naming some famous events and some famous people. 

KI4 - I can recount the life of someone famous from Britain who lived in the past giving attention to 
what they did earlier and what they did later. 

KI4 - I can explain why someone in the past acted in the way they did. 

KI5 - I can recognise that we celebrate certain events, because of what happened many years ago.  

H
istorical Enquiry

  

HE1 - I can spot old and new things in a picture. HE1 - I can answer questions using a range of artefacts/ photographs provided. 

HE2 - I can answer questions using an artefact/ photograph provided. 
HE2 - I can answer questions by using a specific source, such as an information book. 

 

HE3 - I can give a plausible explanation about what an object was used for in the past. HE3 - I can research the life of a famous Briton from the past using different resources to help me. 

HE4 - I can find out more about a famous person from the past and carry out some research on him 
or her. 

HE4  -  I can research about a famous event that happens in Britain and why it has been happening for some 
time. I can research the life of someone who used to live in the area using the Internet and other sources to 
find out about them. 

LEARNING PROGRESSION 



 Cycle A 

 Toy Story Castles Out on the Ocean 
Significant 

Person 
Jack Odell William the Conqueror  

 Overarching 
Themes      LEGACY                                  EVERYDAY LIFE                           TRANSPORT  

Vocabulary  

decade, century, ancient, modern, long ago, time order, new, when I 
was little, past, similar, different, compare, Queen, Britain, artefact, 
object, photograph, inventions  Before I was born, when I was younger, 
past,  present, future, famous, experts, historians, detective, evidence,     

decade, century, ancient, modern, long ago, time order, new, when I 
was little, past, similar, different, rule, King, artefact, object, 
photograph, invention, famous, experts, legacy, evidence. 

decade, century, ancient, modern, long ago, time order, new, when I 
was little, past, similar, different, rule, King, artefact, object, 
photograph, invention, famous, experts, legacy, evidence. 

I know 
that/how 

to... 

I know how to put up to three objects in chronological order (recent 
history). 

I know how to use words and phrases like: old, new and a long time 
ago. 

I know how to tell others about things that happened when I was little. 

I know how to recognise that a story that is read to me may have 
happened a long time ago. 

I know how to understand that some objects belonged to the past. 

I know how to retell a familiar story set in the past. 

I know how to explain how I have changed since I was born. 

I know how to appreciate that some famous people have helped our 
lives be better today. 

I know how to begin to identify the main differences between old and 
new objects. 

I know how to understand that we have a queen who rules us and that 
Britain has had a king or queen for many years. 

I know how to spot old and new things in a picture. 

I know how to answer questions using an artefact/ photograph 
provided. 

I know how to recount the life of someone famous from Britain who 
lived in the past giving attention to what they did earlier and what they 
did later. 

I know how to recognise that we celebrate certain events, because of 
what happened many years ago. 

I can answer questions by using a specific source, such as an 
information book. 

I know how to give a plausible explanation about what an object was 
used for in the past. 

I know how to find out more about a famous person from the past and 
carry out some research on him or her.  

I know how to use words phrases like: before I was born, when I was 
younger. 

I know how to use phrases and words linked to historical learning. 

I know how to use the words past and present correctly. 

I know how to use a range of appropriate words and phrases to 
describe the past. 

I know how to sequence a set of events in chronological order and give 
reasons for their order. 

I know how to explain how my local area was different in the past. 

I know how to recount some interesting facts from an historical event, 
such as where the fire of London started. 

I know how to explain why Britain has a special history by naming 
some famous events and some famous people. 

I know how to explain why someone in the past acted in the way they 
did. 

I know how to answer questions using a range of artefacts/ 
photographs provided. 

I know how to answer questions by using a specific source, such as an 
information book. 

I know how to research the life of a famous Briton from the past using 
different resources to help me. 

I know how to research about a famous event that happens in Britain 
and why it has been happening for some time.  

I know how to research the life of someone who used to live in their 
area using the Internet and other sources to find out about them 

I know how to find out more about a famous person from the past and 
carry out some research on him or her.  

I know how to use phrases and words linked to historical learning. 

I know how to use the words past and present correctly. 

I know how to sequence a set of events in chronological order and give 
reasons for their order. 

I can sequence a set of events in chronological order and give reasons 
for their order. 

I know how to explain why someone in the past acted in the way they 
did. 

I know how to answer questions using a range of artefacts/ 
photographs provided. 

I know how to answer questions by using a specific source, such as an 
information book. 



 Cycle B 

 London’s Burning! Arctic Adventures Let’s Go on Holiday! 
Significant 

Person 
Samuel Pepys  Orville and Wilbur Wright (The Wright Brothers) 

 Overarching 
Themes      LEGACY                                  EVERYDAY LIFE                           TRANSPORT  

Vocabulary  

decade, century, ancient, modern, long ago, time order, new, when I 
was little, past, similar, different, compare, Queen, Britain, artefact, 
object, photograph, inventions  Before I was born, when I was younger, 
past,  present, future, famous, experts, historians, detective, evidence,     

decade, century, ancient, modern, long ago, time order, new, when I 
was little, past, similar, different, rule, King, artefact, object, 
photograph, invention, famous, experts, legacy, evidence. 

decade, century, ancient, modern, long ago, time order, new, when I 
was little, past, similar, different, rule, King, artefact, object, 
photograph, invention, famous, experts, legacy, evidence. 

I know 
that/how 

to... 

I know how to put up to three objects in chronological order (recent 
history). 

I know how to use words and phrases like: old, new and a long time 
ago. 

I know how to tell others about things that happened when I was little. 

I know how to recognise that a story that is read to me may have 
happened a long time ago. 

I know how to understand that some objects belonged to the past. 

I know how to retell a familiar story set in the past. 

I know how to explain how I have changed since I was born. 

I know how to appreciate that some famous people have helped our 
lives be better today. 

I know how to begin to identify the main differences between old and 
new objects. 

I know how to understand that we have a queen who rules us and that 
Britain has had a king or queen for many years. 

I know how to spot old and new things in a picture. 

I know how to answer questions using an artefact/ photograph 
provided. 

I know how to recount the life of someone famous from Britain who 
lived in the past giving attention to what they did earlier and what they 
did later. 

I know how to recognise that we celebrate certain events, because of 
what happened many years ago. 

I know how to give a plausible explanation about what an object was 
used for in the past. 

I know how to find out more about a famous person from the past and 
carry out some research on him or her.  

I know how to use words phrases like: before I was born, when I was 
younger. 

I know how to use phrases and words linked to historical learning. 

I know how to use the words past and present correctly. 

I know how to use a range of appropriate words and phrases to 
describe the past. 

I know how to sequence a set of events in chronological order and give 
reasons for their order. 

I know how to explain how my local area was different in the past. 

I know how to recount some interesting facts from an historical event, 
such as where the fire of London started. 

I know how to answer questions using a range of artefacts/ 
photographs provided. 

I know how to explain why Britain has a special history by naming 
some famous events and some famous people. 

I know how to explain why someone in the past acted in the way they 
did. 

I know how to answer questions by using a specific source, such as an 
information book. 

I know how to research the life of a famous Briton from the past using 
different resources to help me. 

I know how to research about a famous event that happened in Britain 
and why it has been happening for some time.  

 

know how to find out more about a famous person from the past and 
carry out some research on him or her.  

I know how to use words phrases like: before I was born, when I was 
younger. 

I know how to use phrases and words linked to historical learning. 

I know how to use the words past and present correctly. 

I know how to use a range of appropriate words and phrases to 
describe the past. 

I know how to sequence a set of events in chronological order and give 
reasons for their order. 

I know how to explain how my local area was different in the past. 

I know how to recount some interesting facts from an historical event, 
such as where the fire of London started. 

I know how to explain why Britain has a special history by naming 
some famous events and some famous people. 

I know how to explain why someone in the past acted in the way they 
did. 

I know how to answer questions using a range of artefacts/ 
photographs provided. 

I know how to research about a famous event that happened in Britain 
and why it has been happening for some time.  

I know how to answer questions by using a specific source, such as an 
information book. 

I know how to research the life of a famous Briton from the past using 
different resources to help me. 

I know how to research the life of someone who used to live in the area 
using the Internet and other sources to find out about them. 



 H
istorical 

C
oncepts 

Key Stage 2 

O
verarching Them

es —
 LEG

A
C

Y
      EV

ER
Y

D
A

Y
 LIFE        TR

A
N

SP
O

R
T 

 

C
hronological  U

nderstanding
  

CU1 - I can describe events from the past using the words: BC/AD, BCE/CE and decade. CU1 - I can describe events and time periods from the past using dates when things happened: including BC/

CU2 -  I can describe events from the past using dates when things happened. CU2 - I can describe events and time periods from the past using the words: ancient and century. 

CU3 -  I can use a timeline within a specific time in history to set out the order things may have 
happened. 

CU3 - I can use and create a timeline within a specific time in history to set out the order things may have 
happened.  

CU4 -  I can use my mathematical knowledge to work out how long ago events in recent and 
local history would have happened. 

CU4 - I can use my mathematical knowledge to work out how long ago events would have happened. 

 CU5 - I can use my mathematical skills to round up time differences into centuries and decades. 

 
CU6 - I can begin to recognise and quantify the different time periods that exists between different groups 
that invaded Britain. 

K
now

ledge and interpretation 

KI1 - I can appreciate that the early Brits would not have communicated as we do or have eaten 
as we do. 

KI1 - I can recognise that Britain has been invaded by several different groups over time. 

KI2 -  I can begin to picture what life would have been like for the early settlers. KI2 - I can suggest why certain people acted as they did in history. 

KI3 - I can begin to suggest why certain events happened as they did in history. KI3 - I can suggest why certain events happened as they did in history. 

KI4 -  I can begin to explain how events from the past have helped shape our lives. KI4 - I can explain how events from the past have helped shape our lives. 

 
KI5 - I can begin to appreciate why Britain would have been an important country to have invaded and 
conquered.  

 
KI6 - I can appreciate how items found belonging to the past are helping us to build up an accurate picture 
of how people lived in the past. 

H
istorical Enquiry 

HE1 - I can begin to recognise the part that archaeologists have had, in helping us understand 
more about what happened in the past. 

HE1 - I can recognise the part that archaeologists have had, in helping us understand more about what 
happened in the past. 

HE2 - I can use various sources of evidence to answer questions. HE2 - I can use various sources to piece together information about a period in history. 

HE3 - I can research a specific event from the past and write about this.  HE3 - I can use my 'information finding' skills in writing to help me write about historical information. 

 HE4 - I can, through research, identify similarities and differences between given periods in history. 

 HE5 - I can research two versions of an event and say how they differ. 

LEARNING PROGRESSION 



 Cycle A 
 Pompeii  Within the Tropics The Victorians 

Significant 
Person 

Julius Caesar   Queen Victoria 

 Overarching 
Themes      LEGACY                                  EVERYDAY LIFE                           TRANSPORT 

Vocabulary 
introduced/
embedded 

BCE (Before the Common Era, CE (Common Era), BC (Before Christ), AD 
(Anno Domini), ancient, century, decade, period, era. 

Influence, impact, legacy, cause, consequence, empire, civilisation. 
Artefacts, archaeologists, evidence. 

BCE (Before the Common Era, CE (Common Era), BC (Before Christ), AD 
(Anno Domini), ancient, century, decade, period, era. 

Influence, impact, legacy, invade, conquer, early settlers, cause,             
consequence, empire, civilisation. 

Artefacts, archaeologists, evidence. 

BCE (Before the Common Era, CE (Common Era), BC (Before Christ), AD 
(Anno Domini), century, decade, period, era. 

Influence, impact, legacy, monarch, empire, reign, peasantry, cause,       
consequence. 

Artefacts, archaeologists, evidence. 

I know that/
how to... 

How to describe events and periods using the words: BC, AD and decade. 

How to describe events from the past using dates when things happened. 

How to use a timeline within a specific time in history to set out the order things 
may have happened during the Roman reign and invasion. 

How to begin to picture what life would have been like during Roman times. 

How to suggest why certain events happened as they did in history. 

How to explain how events from the past have helped shape our lives. 
(Roman roads, inventions) 

How to recognise the part that archaeologists have had in helping us understand 
more about what happened in the past. 

How to use various sources of evidence to answer questions. 

How to research a specific event from the past and write about this.  

How to describe events and time periods from the past using dates 
when things happened: including BC/AD, BCE/CE and key vocabulary      
ancient and century. 

How to use my mathematical knowledge to work out how long ago 
events in recent and local history would have happened. 

How to begin to recognise and quantify the different time periods that 
exists between different groups that invaded Britain. 

How to recognise that Britain has been invaded by several different 
groups over time. 

How to suggest why certain events in history happened as they did 
and why certain people acted as they did—focus on Julius Caesar and  
Boudicca  

How to begin to appreciate why Britain would have been an important 
country to have invaded and conquered.  

 

I can describe events and periods using the words: BC, AD and decade. 

I can describe events from the past using dates when things happened. 

I can use a timeline within a specific time in history to set out the order things may 
have happened to the Inca tribe. 

I can begin to picture what life would have been like for the early settlers in South 
America. 

I can suggest why certain events happened as they did in history. 

I can recognise the part that archaeologists have had in helping us understand 
more about what happened in the past. 

I can use various sources of evidence to answer questions. 

I can research a specific event from the past and write about this (the rise and  
collapse of the Incan Empire)  

I can describe events and time periods from the past using dates when 
things happened: including BC/AD, BCE/CE and key vocabulary ancient 
and century. 

I can use my mathematical knowledge to work out how long ago events 
in history would have happened and round up time differences into     
centuries and decades. 

I can suggest why certain events in history happened as they did and 
why certain people acted as they did. 

I can appreciate how items found belonging to the past are helping us to 
build up an accurate pictures of how people lived their lives in the past 
(early life, inventions, building the empire, farming) 

I can use various sources to piece together information about a period in 
history. 

I can use my ‘information finding’ skills in writing to help me write 
about historical information. 

 

I can describe events and periods using the words: BC, AD and decade. 

I can describe events from the past using dates when things happened. 

I can use a timeline within a specific time in history to set out the order things may 
have happened during Queen Victoria’s reign. 

I can suggest why certain events happened as they did in history. 

I can recognise the part that archaeologists have had in helping us understand more 
about what happened in the past. 

I can use various sources of evidence to answer questions. 

I can research a specific event from the past and write about this—life in Victorian 
Britain– for children/adults, rich/poor)  

I can describe events and time periods from the past using dates when 
things happened: including BC/AD, BCE/CE. 

I can use my mathematical knowledge to work out how long ago events 
in history would have happened. 

I can suggest why certain events in history happened as they did and why 
certain people acted as they did. (Queen Victoria) 

I can explain how events from the past have helped shape our lives. 

I can appreciate how items found belonging to the past are helping us to 
build up an accurate pictures of how people lived their lives in the past 
(daily life, school/jobs for children, crime and punishment) 

I can use various sources to piece together information about a period in 
history. 

I can use my ‘information finding’ skills in writing to help me write about 
historical information. 

I can research and identify the similarities and differences between given 
periods in history 



 Cycle B 
 From Cave to Clay Countries of the World In to the Wild 

Significant 
Person 

Josiah Wedgwood/Clarice Cliffe Alan Turing Oba Rulers 

Overarching LEGACY                                  EVERYDAY LIFE                           TRANSPORT 

Vocabulary 
introduced/
embedded 

BCE (Before the Common Era, CE (Common Era), BC (Before Christ), AD 
(Anno Domini), ancient, millennium, century, decade, period, era. 

Early Britons, early settlers, influence, impact, legacy. 
Artefacts, archaeologists, evidence 

BCE (Before the Common Era, CE (Common Era), BC (Before Christ), AD 
(Anno Domini), century, decade, period, era. 

Influence, impact, consequence, legacy. 
Artefacts, archaeologists, evidence 

BCE (Before the Common Era, CE (Common Era), BC (Before Christ), AD 
(Anno Domini), ancient, millennium, century, decade, period, era. 

Invaders, invasion, conquer, influence, impact, consequence, legacy. 
Artefacts, archaeologists, evidence 

I know that/
how to... 

I can describe events and periods using the words: BC, AD and decade. 

I can describe events from the past using dates when things happened. 

I can use a timeline within a specific time in history to set out the order things 
may have happened (Stone Age/local Potteries). 

I can appreciate that the early Brits would not have communicated as we do or 
have eaten as we do. 

I can begin to picture what life would have been like for the early settlers. 

I can explain how events from the past have helped shape our lives. 

I can suggest why certain events happened as they did in history. 

I can recognise the part that archaeologists have had in helping us understand 
more about what happened in the past. (Skara Brae/The Potteries) 

I can use various sources of evidence to answer questions. 

I can research a specific event from the past and write about this. 

I can describe events and time periods from the past using dates when 
things happened: including BC/AD, BCE/CE and key vocabulary      
ancient and century. 

I can use my mathematical knowledge to work out how long ago 
events in history would have happened and round up time differences 
into centuries and decades. 

I can suggest why certain events in history happened as they did and 
why certain people acted as they did. 

I can appreciate how items found belonging to the past are helping us 
to build up an accurate pictures of how people lived their lives in the 
past (early life, inventions, settlements, farming) 

I can use various sources to piece together information about a period 
in history. 

I can use my ‘information finding’ skills in writing to help me write 
about historical information. 

I can describe events and periods using the words: BC, AD and decade. 

I can describe events from the past using dates when things happened. 

I can use a timeline within a specific time in history to set out the order things may 
have happened during the Battle of Britain. 

I can suggest why certain events happened as they did in history. 

II can use various sources of evidence to answer questions. 

I can research a specific event from the past and write about this—life during the 
Battle of Britain. 

I can describe events and time periods from the past using dates when 
things happened: including century. 

I can use my mathematical knowledge to work out how long ago events 
in history would have happened. 

I can recognise that Britain has been invaded by several different groups 
over time. 

I can begin to appreciate why Britain would have been an important 
country to have invaded and conquered.  

I can suggest why certain events in history happened as they did and 
why certain people acted as they did.  

I can explain how events from the past have helped shape our lives (link 
to Alan Turing achievements). 

I can use various sources to piece together information about a period in 
history. 

I can use my ‘information finding’ skills in writing to help me write 
about historical information. 

I can research and identify the similarities and differences between given 
periods in history. 

I can describe events and periods using the words: BC, AD and decade. 

I can describe events from the past using dates when things happened. 

I can use a timeline within a specific time in history to set out the order things may 
have happened in the Kingdom of Benin. 

I can begin to picture what life would have been like for the Edo people.  

I can suggest why certain events happened as they did in history. 

I can recognise the part that archaeologists have had in helping us understand more 
about what happened in the past. 

I can use various sources of evidence to answer questions. 

I can research a specific event from the past and write about this (the rise and   
collapse of the Kingdom of Benin)  

I can describe events and time periods from the past using dates when 
things happened: including BC/AD, BCE/CE and key vocabulary ancient 
and century. 

I can use my mathematical knowledge to work out how long ago events 
in history would have happened and round up time differences into     
centuries and decades. 

I can suggest why certain events in history happened as they did and why 
certain people acted as they did. 

I can appreciate how items found belonging to the past are helping us to 
build up an accurate pictures of how people lived their lives in the past 
(daily life, inventions, trade, farming) 

I can use various sources to piece together information about a period in 
history. 

I can use my ‘information finding’ skills in writing to help me write about 
historical information. 


