
   
EYFS (linked to KS1 Art National Curriculum) 

 

Use a range of 
materials to 
design and 

make products  

Choose the right resources to carry out their own plan. (PD 3&4) 

Explore different materials freely, in order to develop their ideas about how to use them and 
what to make. (EA&D 3&4) 

Join different materials and explore different textures. (EA&D 3&4) 

Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, 
texture, form and function. (EA&D ELG) 

Share ideas, 
experience and 
imagination 

(using 
drawing, 

painting and 
sculpture)  

Develop their own ideas and then decide which materials to use to express them. (EA&D 3&4) 

Use drawing to represent ideas like movement or loud noises. (EA&D 3&4) 

Show different emotions in their drawings and paintings, like happiness, sadness, fear, etc.
(EA&D 3&4) 

Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings. (EA&D Rec) 

Return to and build on their previous learning, refining ideas and developing their ability to represent 
them. (EA&D Rec) 

Create collaboratively, sharing ideas, resources and skills. (EA&D Rec) 

colour, design, texture, form and function. (EA&D ELG) 

Share their creations, explaining the process they have used.  (EA&D ELG) 

Develop a 
range of art 
and design 
techniques 

Use one-handed tools and equipment, for example, making snips in paper with scissors. (PD 
3&4) 

Use large-muscle movements to wave flags and streamers, paint and make marks. (PD 3&4) 

Use a comfortable grip with good control when holding pens and pencils. (PD 3&4) 

Create closed shapes with continuous lines, and begin to use these shapes to represent objects. 
(EA&D 3&4) 

Draw with increasing complexity and detail, such as representing a face with a circle and 
including details. (EA&D 3&4) 

Explore colour and colour mixing.  (EA&D 3&4) 

Develop their small motor skills so that they can use a range of tools competently, safely and 
confidently. (PD Rec) 

Use their core muscle strength to achieve a good posture when sitting at a table or sitting on the floor. 
(PD Rec) 

Develop overall body-strength, balance, coordination and agility.  (PD Rec) 

Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing - using the tripod grip in almost all cases. (PD 
ELG) 

Use a range of small tools, including scissors, paintbrushes and cutlery. (PD ELG) 

Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing. (PD ELG) 

LEARNING PROGRESSION 



Vocabulary 
introduced/
embedded 

Materials: Construction, materials, stack, up, across, next to, space, create, join, build, upright,  tools, scissors, glue, tape, card board, tubes, boxes, share, discuss. Construct, construction,  up, across, next to, 
on top of, underneath, between, over the top of, materials, purpose, product, range of resources, tools, scissors, glue, tape, card board, tubes, boxes, shape, make, join, safely, explore, colour, design, feel, build,  
share, guided evaluation.  
Ideas, experiences and imagination: Mark making, draw, paint, see, pencil, line, scribble, personal experience, share, discuss, Show, events, people, objects, personal experience, choose, colour, purpose, mark 
making, meaningful, represent own ideas, thoughts, feelings,  share, guided evaluation. .  
Techniques: Texture: feel, say, rough, smooth, bumpy, soft, hard, share, discuss, create, experiment, investigate, manipulate, squash, squeeze, scrunch, stretch, bend, snap, twist, roll, pull, flatten, paint, mix, 
achieve, effect.. Colour: red, blue, yellow, green, orange, pink, purple, black, white, brown, share Painting: tools, select, best, change, lines, straight, curved, long, short, share, guided evaluation. 

I know... 

 That there are different materials I can build with 

 That there are different tools that I can use to build with.  

 That there are different techniques that I can use e.g. cutting, 
tearing.  

 The names of the different materials I can use.  

 The names of the different tools I can use.  

 That the tools used in Art can come in different sizes.  

 How to describe the tools used in Art e.g. big/small/thick/thin.  

 How to select tools (from a very limited selection) that are 
appropriate for the job I need them to do. 

 How to hold scissors properly with some support. 

 How to shape the materials that I am using. 

 How to join materials together.  

 That by shaping and joining the materials together I am 
making the model balance/more secure.  

 How to safely use and explore a variety of materials.  

 How to safely use and explore a variety of tools. 

 How to safely use and explore a variety of techniques. 

 How to use techniques to make paint look like different 

textures. 

 That there are lots of different colours.  

 That I can name simple colours.  

 That materials have different textures.  

 How to describe the different textures that materials have e.g. 
rough, smooth, bumpy, soft, hard.  

 How to manipulate materials e.g. squash, squeeze, scrunch, stretch, 

bend, snap, twist, roll, pull, flatten. 

 How to experiment with colour, design, texture, form, and function 
to change/better a product/model.  

 That materials and the way that they look can be changed.  

 How to plan what I would like a material to look like.  

 How to manipulate materials e.g. squash, squeeze, scrunch, stretch, 
bend, snap, twist, roll, pull, flatten.  

 How to change materials by adding other mediums e.g. painting 

them.   

 How to pick up, hold and use a pencil, using two fingers and a 
thumb (tripod grip).  

 How to pick up, hold and use a paint brush.  

 How to mark make using different mediums e.g. pencils and paint.  

 That my marks mean something/are there to show my ideas, 
feelings, and experiences.  

 How to create simple representations of my own experiences e.g. 
drawings/paintings of events, people and objects that mean 

something to me.  

 That my ideas, opinions, marks, and Artwork are important.  

 That different colours can be used to show different purposes e.g. 
yellow for the sun.  

 How to choose an appropriate colour that represents the purpose of 
my Artwork.  

 That colours can be mixed and when it is mixed it changes.  

 How to explore by mixing colours.  

 That there are different ways to hold a pencil.  

 That the closer to the point that I hold my pencil the more control I 
have.  

 How to hold a pencil using two fingers and a thumb, with increasing 

control.  

 That there are wider range of simple tools that can be used when 
painting e.g. brush, cotton bud, finger, stick etc.  

 How to use these tools to paint.  

 How to change work where necessary.  

 That using different techniques can make paint look like different 
textures.  

Cycle A Topics 

This is Me! Super Celebrations Out of this World! Once Upon a Time 
All Creatures Great 

and Small 
Let the Adventures 

Begin! 

Cycle B Topics 

All about Me! Let’s Have a Party! 
A World of Pure 

Imagination 
Happily Ever After 

All Things Bright and 
Beautiful 

Let’s Go on an 
Adventure! 


