
   
Key Stage 1 

 

Locational 
know

ledge  
 

I can name and locate a local town and city. 

 

I can name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries 
which make up the British Isles and I know the main river running 
through each country. 

I can name and locate the four countries which make up the British Isles and 
name their capital cities. 

I can use a globe to locate and name the seven continents of the 
world.  

I can name the seas surrounding the United Kingdom. I can name and locate the five oceans of the world.  

P
lace  

 know
ledge

 

I can talk about where I live.  I can compare a local city/town in England with a contrasting 
city/town in a different (non-European) country by asking and         
answering  geographical questions.  

I can use basic geographical vocabulary when describing a place.   
E.g. city, town, village, factory, farm, house and shop.  

I can compare England with a contrasting country  in the 
world. 

I can compare differences between Biddulph and a seaside town in the 
United Kingdom. 

 

Learning progression 



   Key Stage 1 

 

H
um

an and P
hysical  

Features 
 

I can identify and record daily weather patterns in the UK. I can    
discuss any changes throughout the week and how this weather    
relates to the seasons. 

I can discuss where in the world it is hot or cold. I can discuss this in 
relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles. 

 I can compare and contrast the weather in two British localities e.g. 
Northern Scotland, Southern England. 

I can use basic geographical vocabulary to describe the physical    
features of the school and its surrounding environment.  

I can use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to the key physical  
features (including—beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, 
river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather) and human features 
(including city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour, 
shop) of two different locations in the United Kingdom  

I can use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping (Google 
Earth) to locate the UK and it’s countries. 

I can use world maps, atlases, globes and digital/ computer mapping 
(Google Earth) to locate familiar countries around the world, the seven 
continents and the five oceans.  

G
eographical Fieldw

ork 

I can use locational and directional language (e.g. near and far, left 
and right) to describe the location of features and routes on maps.  

I can use four points of a compass to build my knowledge of the United 
Kingdom, using North, South, East and West.  

I can use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the       
geography of my school and it’s grounds. 

I can use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise        
landmarks and basic human and physical features  of the UK and use 
these to create simple picture maps. 

I can use fieldwork to observe and explore human and physical      
features in the local area using simple sketching and maps. 

I can use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the          
geography of our school and its grounds and the key human and    
physical features of its surrounding environment. 

  I can devise a simple map of our school grounds and I can use and     
construct basic symbols in a key. 

Learning progression 



 Cycle A 

 Toy Story Castles Out on the Ocean 

I know that/
how to... 

How to name and locate a local town and city. 

How to talk about where I live. 

How to use a range of methods including sketch maps, plans, 
graphs and digital technologies. 

How to use locational and directional language (e.g. near and 
far, left and right) to describe the location of features and 
routes on maps. 

How to use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study 
the geography of my school and it’s grounds. 

How to use basic geographical vocabulary to describe the  
physical features of the school and its surrounding environment. 

How to use fieldwork to observe and explore human and   
physical features in the local area using simple sketching and 
maps. 

That there are 4 points of a compass and use this to 
describe where my school is in relation to Biddulph. 

How to use maps and plans to recognise landmarks 
and basic human and physical features.  

How to devise a simple map of our school grounds and 
use and construct basic symbols in a key. 

 

That there are 4 countries that make up the British Isles including 
Scotland, England, Wales and Northern Ireland. That their capital 
cities are Edinburgh, London, Cardiff and Belfast.  

That the surrounding seas of the United Kingdom are the North 
Sea, Irish Sea, Celtic Sea and English Channel.  

How to observe, measure, record and describe the human and 
physical features in the local area and the UK.  

How to use a range of methods including sketch maps, plans, 
graphs and digital technologies.  

How to use fieldwork to observe and explore human and physical 
features in the local area and a place I am studying using simple 
sketching and maps. 

 

That there are 4 points of a compass and use this to    
describe where Biddulph is in relation to the British Isles, 
and build my knowledge of the United Kingdom.  

That the main river running through each country is the 
River Thames (England), River Tay (Scotland), River    
Severn (Wales), River Bann (Northern Ireland).  

How to use maps and plans to recognise landmarks and 
basic human and physical features.  

How to use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to 
recognise landmarks and basic human and physical    
features of the UK and use these to create simple picture 
maps. (linked to the area I am studying). 

 

 

How to use maps, atlases, globes and digital mapping to locate 
the UK and its countries and describe features studied.  

How to observe, measure and record human and physical     
features in a place I am studying.  

How to use a range of methods including sketch maps, plans, 
graphs and digital technologies. 

How to make predictions of the hottest places in the world using 
knowledge of the equator.  

That there are 5 oceans on Earth and they are called  
Indian ocean, Atlantic Ocean, Pacific Ocean, Arctic 
Ocean and Antarctic Ocean.  

That there are 7 continents and the continent names are 
Asia, Australasia, Europe, Antarctica, North America, 
South America, Africa.  

How to use a globe to locate and the continents of the 
World.  

How to use the four compass points using North, South, 
East and West. 

How to identify weather patterns. 

That there are hotter places in the world and I can    
predict where they might be using the equator to help 
me. 

 



 Cycle A 

 Toy Story Castles Out on the Ocean 

Significant  
Person 

  David Attenborough—Link to Blue Planet.  

Vocabulary   
introduced/
embedded 

Oxhey First School 

Town, city, house, home, shop, road, bus, car,      
detached house, semi-detached house, terraced house, 
garden, street, school, park, path, lake, canal 

England, Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland, London, 
Edinburgh, Cardiff, Belfast, capital cities 

Near, far, left, right, location, route 

Human, physical, feature 

Landmarks, maps, plans, identify, key 

North, South, East, West, compass, direction 

England, Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland, London, 
Edinburgh, Cardiff, Belfast, capital cities 

describe, features, observe, look, watch, measure,    
record, draw, write, sketch, plan, graph, chart, tally 

Oxhey First School, Pennine Way, Biddulph, 
Stoke-on-Trent, England, United Kingdom, British 
Isles, compass, north, south, east, west  

Rivers, Thames, Tay, Severn, Bann  

North Sea, English Channel, Atlantic Ocean, 
Irish Sea 

Plan perspectives, landmarks, features  

Predict, Equator  

Map, atlas, globe, locate 

describe, features, observe, look, watch, measure, record, 
draw, write, sketch, plan, graph, chart, tally 

Countries, continents, oceans. 

Pacific Ocean, Indian Ocean, Southern Ocean,     
Arctic Ocean, Atlantic Ocean 

Europe, North America, South America, Oceania/
Australasia, Asia, Africa, Antarctica 

Hot, cold, hotter, colder, Equator, North Pole, 
South Pole, weather patterns, identify 

North, South, East, West, compass, direction 

 

 



 Cycle B 

 London’s Burning! Polar Opposites Let’s Go on Holiday! 

I know that/
how to... 

How to name and locate a local town and city and talk 
about where I live. 

That there are 4 countries that make up the British Isles 
including Scotland, England, Wales and Northern Ireland. 
That their capital cities are Edinburgh, London, Cardiff and 
Belfast.  

That the surrounding seas of the United Kingdom are the 
North Sea, Irish Sea, Celtic Sea and English Channel.  

How to describe a place using geographical vocabulary. 

How to use simple fieldwork and observational skills to 
study the geography of my school and it’s grounds. 

How to use basic geographical vocabulary to describe the 
physical features of the school and its surrounding       
environment. 

How to use fieldwork to observe and explore human and 
physical features in the local area using simple sketching 
and maps. 

That the main river running through each country is 
the River Thames (England), River Tay (Scotland), 
River Severn (Wales), River Bann (Northern       
Ireland).  

How to compare and contrast two British localities.  

That there are 4 points of a compass and use this to 
describe where Biddulph is in relation to the British 
Isles, and build my knowledge of the United      
Kingdom 

How to use simple fieldwork and observational 
skills to study the geography of our school and the 
key human and physical features of its environment. 

How to devise a simple map of our school grounds 
and create a basic key with symbols.   

That there are hot and cold places in the world and I know 
where they are in relation to the equator.  

How to compare England to a contrasting country in the 
world.  

How to identify and record daily weather patterns in the UK 
and discuss changes throughout the week. 

How to use maps, atlases, globes and digital mapping 
to locate countries and describe features studied.  

How to use a globe to locate and the continents of the 
World.  

That there are 7 continents.  

That the continent names are Asia, Australasia,    
Europe, Antarctica, North America, South America, 
Africa.  

That there are 5 oceans on Earth and they are called 
Indian ocean, Atlantic Ocean, Pacific Ocean, Arctic 
Ocean and Antarctic Ocean.  

That there are places in the world that are cold and 
where they are using the equator, North and South 
poles to help.  

How to use the four compass points using North, 
South, East and West. 

How to identify weather patterns and say why      
patterns are starting to become less common due to 
global warming.  

 

 

How to observe, measure, record and describe human and  
physical features in the local area and talk about where I live. 

How to compare differences between Biddulph and a seaside 
town in the United Kingdom.  

How to describe a place using geographical vocabulary  

How to use a range of methods including sketch maps, plans, 
graphs and digital technologies.  

That there are similarities and differences in my immediate  
environment. 

That there are hot and cold places in the world and I know 
where they are in relation to the equator.  

How to compare a farm to the seaside.  

That there are hotter places in the world and I can   
predict where they might be using the equator to help 
me. 

How to compare and contrast the weather in two British     
localities e.g. Northern Scotland and Southern England. 

How to use the 4 points of a compass to build my 
knowledge of the United Kingdom. 

How to use geographical vocabulary to refer to the 
physical and human features in an area I am studying 
e.g. beach, cliff, coast, town, city, village) 

How to use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to 
recognise landmarks and basic human and physical    
features of the UK and use these to create simple picture 
maps. (linked to the area I am studying). 



 Cycle B 

 London’s Burning! Polar Opposites Let’s Go on Holiday! 

Significant  
Person 

 Robert Falcon Scott  

Vocabulary 
introduced/
embedded 

Oxhey First School 

Town, city, house, home, shop, road, bus, car, detached 
house, semi-detached house, terraced house, garden, 
street, school, park, path, lake, canal 

England, Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland, London, 
Edinburgh, Cardiff, Belfast, capital cities 

Rivers, Thames, Tay, Severn, Bann  

North Sea, English Channel, Atlantic Ocean, Irish 
Sea 

North, South, East, West, compass, direction 

town, village, factory, port, harbour, transport, 
route, north, south, east, west, beach, cliff, coast, 
ocean, valley, vegetation, equator, tropics,     
climate, continent, compare, contrast,            
similarities, differences, locality. 

Observe, features, Oxhey, timbre trail, KS1 
rooms, EYFS building, KS2 building, hall, gym 
equipment, PE Shed, Play Leaders shed,         
environment  

map, Oxhey, symbols, key  

warm, cool, wind, rain, sun, fog, snow, warmer, colder, 
sunnier, rainier, snowier 

Compare, contrast, similarities, differences. 

Globe, atlas, map, locate, describe, features,   
countries, continents, oceans. 

Europe, North America, South America, Oceania/
Australasia, Asia, Africa, Antarctica. 

Pacific Ocean, Indian Ocean, Southern Ocean,   
Arctic Ocean, Atlantic Ocean. 

Hot, cold, hotter, colder, Equator, North Pole, 
South Pole, weather patterns, global warming, 
identify, observe. 

 

Oxhey First School 

Town, city, house, home, shop, road, bus, car, detached 
house, semi-detached house, terraced house, garden, street, 
school, park, path, lake, canal 

Compare, contrast, similarities, differences 

describe, features, observe, look, watch, measure, record, 
draw, write, sketch, plan, graph, chart, tally 

Colder, warmer, drier, wetter, more, fewer, less, like, dislike. 

observe, record, draw, write, watch, look 

warm, cool, wind, rain, sun, fog, snow, warmer, colder,  
sunnier, rainier, snowier 

Hot, hotter, Equator, predict.  

Globe, atlas, map, locate, describe, features,      
countries, continents, oceans. 

Europe, North America, South America, Oceania/
Australasia, Asia, Africa, Antarctica. 

North, South, East, West, compass, direction 


